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Taming The Ma chi nes – IT fo r a good so cie ty

öf fentliche
Ring-
 vorlesung

The Value of Da ta
 in Health ca re:
Bey ond Nud ging
Prof. Dr. Bar bara Prain sack
(Uni ver si tÄT Wien)

About the lec tu re
Da ta  ca ti on, di gi ti sa ti on and au to ma ti on in health ca re and me di ci ne crea te new op por tu nities for the use of pa ti ent data, ran ging
from di gi tal epi de mio lo gy to “nud ging” pa ti ents to adopt healt hier life sty les. This takes place in a po li ti cal eco no my that is cha rac-
 te ri sed by pro found power asym me tries bet ween data sub jects and cor po ra te data users. De s pi te these asym me tries, im portant
po li ti cal ques ti ons - such as who be ne ts from data use, and how - re cei ve re la tive ly litt le at ten ti on in po li cy and pu blic de ba tes.
Part of the re a son for this is that cur rent data go ver nan ce frame works and po li cies do not di e ren tia te bet ween data uses that
serve cor po ra te v. pu blic in te rests. In my talk, I will pro po se ways to make ques ti ons about the pu blic value of data use more ex pli-
 cit. I will also un pack the fre quent as sump ti on that the use of pa ti ent data for nud ging is be ne  ci al. I will argue that we should use
pa ti ent data to help build bet ter in sti tu ti ons, and ad dress so ci al de ter mi nants of health, ins tead of fo cu sing on tack ling in di vi du al
be ha viour.
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