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Taming The Ma chi nes – IT fo r a good so cie ty

öf fentliche
Ring-
 vorlesung

Bey ond Ethics in
Data Mi ning. For a
Po li ti cal Dis cus sion
of a Po li ti cal Issue
Prof. Dr. BErn hard Rie der
(Uni ver si ty of Ams ter dam)

About the lec tu re
This talk will dis cuss data mi ning - un ders tood as the pur po se dri ven rea ding of em pi ri cal rea li ty - in re la ti on to re cent de ba tes
about the "ethi cal is su es" rai sed by these prac tices. While the iden ti  ca ti on of such is su es - and pro po sals for pos si ble "so lu ti ons" -
cer tain ly has merit, we should ask what the focus on codes of con duct and on va lues such as pri va cy, trans pa ren cy, and ac coun ta bi-
 li ty lea ves un said and un ex ami ned. Such an in ter ro ga ti on must en ga ge the epis te mo lo gi cal spe ci  ci ties of data mi ning prac tices
as well as their em bed ding in lar ger tech ni cal sys tems, re gu la to ry re gimes, and sys tems of value. Through this, I hope to frame
data mi ning as a po li ti cal pro blem that re qui res a broa der scope than ethi cal re a so n ing alone can pro vi de.
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