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About the lec tu re
Our mo dern in for ma ti on so cie ty is now per mea ted by au to ma ted sys tems that co er ce pre fer red be ha vi ors through a com bi na ti on
of sur veil lan ce and al go rith mic feed back. Major In ter net plat form busi nes ses are built around such be ha vioral struc tu res, im po sing
the di sci pli ne of the mar ket place on their sub jects. In cre a sin gly, such au to ma ted sys tems are also being in cor po ra ted into legal de-
 ci si on-ma king, to de ter mi ne cri mi nal cul pa bi li ty, civil lia bi li ty, and other legal sta tus. Pro po sals for “per so na li zed law” fur ther sug-
 gest that data pro les can be used to tailor legal ex pec ta ti ons to each in di vi du al, en han cing both legal e  ci en cy and au to no my. In
this lec tu re I will map out the in ter sec tion bet ween the so ci al con struc tion of mar kets and the so ci al con struc tion of al go rithms in
the con text of legal de ci si on-ma king. I will argue that the al go rith mic ca te go riza t i on can be ex pec ted to ge ne ra te un ex pec ted and
per ver se out co mes when used to de ter mi ne legal sta tus, and that we must begin to iden ti fy the con texts in which to cur tail or re-
 strict the al go rith mic rule of law.
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