
1

r o
bo

ti
m

ag
e,

pn
gi

m
g.

co
m

,m
od

i
ed

,C
C

BY
-N

C
4.

0

"Taming The Ma chi nes" Hosts

öf fentliche
Ring-
 vorlesung

The Sur veil lan ce
Stu dies Pri ze Award
Ce re mo ny 2020
and
SUR Veil lan ce Stu dies lec tu re:
Three Ar gu ments for “Re s pon si ble Users”.
AI Ethics for Or di na ry Peop le
Dr. Pak-Hang Wong (Uni ver si tät Ha mburg)

About the lec tu re
Our daily life is in cre a sin gly me dia ted and struc tu red by AI sys tems. These sys tems have been used in pre dic tive po li cing, in credit
scoring, and in ever y day munda ne de ci si ons, e.g. re com men da ti ons on books, music, etc. In the past few years, howe ver, cases like
the COM PAS re ci di vism al go rithm and Cam bridge Ana ly ti ca have shown the pos si ble grave con se quen ces from their (mis)uses. The
exis ting dis cus sion and cri ti ques of AI sys tems are eit her di rec ted at the AI com pa nies (in the form of le gis la ti on and re gu la ti on) or
AI re se ar chers and de ve l o pers (in the form of code of ethics and best prac tice po li cy). Le gis la ti on, re gu la ti on, code of ethics, and
best prac tice po li cy are cer tain ly im portant for en su ring bet ter and more re s pon si ble de sign and use of AI, but these en dea vours
often ne glect the con side ra ti on of the down stream of AI sys tems, i.e. in di vi du al users. The role of users be co me ob vious once we
re co gni se they at least par ti al ly de ter mi ne the out puts of AI sys tems by being the in puts. If it is so, users should not be ex clu ded
from cri ti cal re ec tion. In the talk, I oer three ar gu ments for “user re s pon si bi li ty”, and these ar gu ments should call for the need to
re ect more cri ti cal ly the role of users of AI sys tems.
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