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Taming The Ma chi nes - se cu ring k now ledge

öf fentliche
Ring-
 vorlesung

Fake News,
False Be liefs, and
the Fal li ble Art
of Know ledge
Main ten an ce
Prof. Dr. A xel gel fert (TU Ber lin)

About the lec tu re
The term 'fake news' has be co me em ble ma tic of the pit falls of pu blic com mu ni ca ti on in a chan ged media land scape. In iti al ly in tro-
 du ced in an e ort to en cou ra ge media li ter a cy, the term has also been co-op ted by those wis hing to dis credit the so-cal led 'le ga cy'
(or 'main stream') news media. Yet in spite of its being con tested, the term has si gni  cant dia gnostic po ten ti al. It forces us to think
hard about what dis tin gu is hes me rely false re ports (per haps due to sim ple error) from sys te ma tic dis tor ti ons wi t hin jour na lism. In
many ways, it brings us back to an age-old ques ti on: What makes so me thing (or so meo ne) a trust wor thy sour ce of in for ma ti on?
And how can we fol low in for ma tio nal rou ti nes that limit our risk of being ex po sed to sys te ma ti cal ly dis tor ted claims? The pre sent
talk sur veys these pro blems and ar gues that the ac qui si ti on of new cut ting-edge in for ma ti on may trade o against the goal of
know ledge main ten an ce. By pri vi le ging the for mer, we may end an ger the lat ter, yet both are re qui red if we are to suc cess ful ly na-
 vi ga te the tre ache rous oce ans of in for ma ti on.
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