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Taming The Ma chi nes – se cu ring k now ledge

öf fentliche
Ring-
 vorlesung

Au to no mous Sys-
 tems and Cri mi nal
Law – new im pul ses
for the con cept of
re s pon si bi li ty?
Prof. Dr. Su sanne beck (Han nover)

About the lec tu re
Au to no mous Sys tems lead to di u si ons of con cepts such as (cri mi nal) re s pon si bi li ty. The trans fer of parts of human de ci si ons onto
ma chi nes that act in many ways un fo re see able and un con trollable means that po ten ti al vio la ti ons of other by the ma chi ne are not
as ea si ly ac coun ta ble to one in di vi du al as tra di tio nal ac tions and their re sults. It is es pe cial ly not su  ci ent to de cla re the “human
in the loop” re s pon si ble, be cau se in many cases he is ac tual ly the one not ma king the de ci si on to use Au to no mous Sys tems (e.g.
taxi dri ver). Thus, con cepts such as the one of re s pon si bi li ty have to be ad jus ted to this new de ve lop ments. In the talk, we will ana-
 ly se these pro blems, con sider di e rent ad just ments and dis cuss also some chan ges for the con cept of negli gence and the re le van-
 ce of so cal led “im pos si bi li ty struc tu res” and tech no lo gi cal sys tems in ten ded to ac tual ly re place state in sti tu ti ons and legal sys-
 tems and thus maybe de cla re con cepts such as legal re s pon si bi li ty void per se.
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