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What Is the Role
of Peop le in an
Age of In tel li gent
Ma chi nes?
Prof. Dr. Jo an na J. Bry son
(Her tie School of go vernance, Ber lin)

About the lec tu re
Ar ti  ci al in tel li gence (AI) and the in for ma ti on age are brin ging us more know ledge about our sel ves and each other than any so cie-
 ty has ever known. Yet at the same time it brings ma chi nes see mingly more ca pa ble of every human en dea vour than any human
can be. What are the li mits of AI? Of in tel li gence and hu ma ni ty more broad ly? What are our ethi cal ob li ga ti ons to ma chi nes? Do
these alter our ob li ga ti ons to each other? What is the basis of our so ci al ob li ga ti ons?
In this talk I will argue that there are re al ly only two pro blems hu ma ni ty (or any other spe cies) has to solve. These are sustaina bi li ty
and in e qua li ty, or put ano ther way, se cu ri ty and power. Or put a third way, how big of a pie can we make, and how do we slice up
that pie. Life is not a ze ro-sum game; we and many other spe cies use the se cu ri ty of so cia li ty to con struct pu blic goods where ever-
 yo ne be ne ts. But still, every in di vi du al needs en ough pie to thri ve, and this is the chal len ge of in e qua li ty. I will argue that un der-
 stan ding these pro ces ses is not only es sen ti al to sur vi ving the chal len ges of the cli ma te cri sis, but also helps an s wer the fun da-
 men tal ques ti ons of ethics and so ci al ob li ga ti on. I will also ex ami ne how AI is pre sent ly a ec ting both of these pro blems. I will
clo se with con cre te po li cy re com men da ti ons for ma na ging AI and our so cie ty. 
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