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Taming The Ma chi nes

öf fentliche
Ring -
vorlesung

The Ca se A gainst
Fa ci al Re co gni ti on

Prof. Dr. Woo drow Hart zog
(Nor theas tern Uni ver si ty, Bos ton)

About the lec tu re
Fa ci al re co gni ti on tech no lo gies are the most dan ge rous sur veil lan ce tools ever in ven ted. Go vern ments nd them ir re sis ti ble as
tools to con trol the po pu la ti on. In dus try is using them to ca te go ri ze your emo ti ons and iden ti ty and infer your shop ping and so ci al
ha b its and t ness for em ploy ment. In di vi du als are al re a dy using them to ha rass and stalk other peop le. Fa ci al re co gni ti on is, in
short, a near per fect tool of op pres si on. Yet there is no con sen sus about how law ma kers should re gu la te these tools. Some have re -
com men ded im po sing the stan dard pro ce du ra list ob li ga ti ons on ac tors to get con sent or a se arch war rant be fo re using them.
Other have re com men ded im po sing sub stan ti ve li mits on when fa ci al re co gni ti on data can be collec ted and nar ro wing con texts
where that data can be put to use. All of these e orts are doo med to fail. In this talk, Pro fes sor Hart zog makes the case against fa -
ci al re co gni ti on and the legal frame works that allow it to thri ve. That there is no fu ture in vol ving fa ci al re co gni ti on in which peop -
le, as a whole, will be bet ter o. We must de mand more to en su re our abili ty to thri ve as in di vi du als, our collec tive well being, and
the health of our pu blic in sti tu ti ons.

Mitt woch, 19.05.2021, 18∶15–19∶45 Uhr

ETHIK IN DER
INFOR MA TI ONS TECH NO LO GIE

– de li ve r ed in di gi tal form –
De tails to ac cess the lec tu re will be made pu blic at http://uhh.de/inf-eit
on a ti me ly basis.

Prof. Dr. Ju dith Simon

http://uhh.de/in f-eit
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