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Taming The Ma chi nes

öf fentliche
Ring-
 vorlesung

Twit ter is
a Bad Game
Prof. Dr. C. Thi Nguy en
(Uni ver si ty of U TaH)

About the lec tu re
Twit ter makes con ver sa ti on into so me thing like a game. It scores our com mu ni ca ti on, gi ving us vivid and quan ti ed feed back, via
Likes, Ret weets, and Fol lo wer counts. But this ga mi  ca ti on doesn’t just in crea se our mo ti va ti on to com mu ni ca te; it chan ges the
very na tu re of the ac tivi ty. Games are more sa tis fy ing than or di na ry life pre cise ly be cau se ga me-goals are sim pler, clea ner, and ea-
 sier to apply. Twit ter is thril ling pre cise ly be cau se its goals have been ar ti  ci al ly cla ri ed and nar ro wed. When we buy into Twit ter’s
ga mi  ca ti on, then our va lues shift from the com plex and plu ra lis tic va lues of com mu ni ca ti on, to the nar ro wer quest for po pu la ri ty
and vi ra li ty. Twit ter’s ga mi  ca ti on bears some re sem blan ce with the pheno me na of echo cham bers and moral ou tra ge porn. In all
these pheno me na, we are ma ni pu la ting our ends for plea su re. And we are per mit ting the tech no lo gy – and the in sti tu ti ons be hind
it – to con trol the con tent of our va lues. We are out sour cing our va lues.

Don nerstag, 21.01.2021, 18∶15–19∶45 Uhr
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– de li ve r ed in di gi tal form –
De tails to ac cess the lec tu re will be made pu blic at http://uhh.de/inf-eit
on a ti me ly basis.

Prof. Dr. Ju dith Simon
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