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About the lecture

When generative Al technologies generate novel texts, images, or music in response to prompts from users of these technologies, are
the resulting outputs meaningful in all the ways that human-created texts, images, or music can be meaningful? Moreover, who ex-
actly should be considered as the author of these Al outputs? Are texts created by generative Al perhaps best considered as authorless
texts? In my presentation, | will relate the above-mentioned questions to the topic of who (if anyone) can take credit for, or potentially
be blameworthy for, outputs created with the help of large language models and other generative Al technologies. | will argue that
there is an important asymmetry with respect to how easily people can be praiseworthy or blameworthy for outputs they create with
the help of generative Al technologies: in general, it is much harder to be praiseworthy for impressive outputs of generative Al than it
is to be blameworthy for harmful outputs that we may produce with generative Al. This has implications for the issues of meaning
and authorship. Generative Al technologies are in important ways “gappy”: they create gaps with respect to meaning and authorship,
as well as with respect to responsibility for their outputs.
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