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Public Lecture
Series

Taming the Machines

AI, Art and
Authorship
Perspectives From Ethics and Aesthetics

Prof. Dr. Catrin Misselhorn
(Georg‑August‑Universität Göttingen)

About the lecture
The talk explores the question of whether Artificial Intelligence (AI) can truly create art, or if there is an essential “human factor” in art
production. Against the background of AI’s growing capabilities, traditional concepts in art theory like authorship are reconsidered. It
is argued that authorship is a necessary condition for art, while aesthetic responsibility is at least a necessary condition for authorship
of artworks. Although AI can function as an aesthetic agent, it cannot bear aesthetic responsibility. Therefore, it can neither on its own
nor in cooperation with humans be the author of artworks. However, AI is able to produce objects that are in their manifest properties
indistinguishable fromworks of art, I will speak of “fake art.” It will be shown to what extent the massive occurrence of AI‐generated
fake art has a detrimental effect on art practice.

Wednesday, 19. November 2025
18∶15 – 19∶45 (CET)

Flügelbau Ost, 2. OG, Raum O 221
Edmund‐Siemers‐Allee 1
20146 Hamburg

ETHIK IN DER
INFORMATIONSTECHNOLOGIE

If you like to join us virtually, register at uhh.de/inf‐eit.

Kontakt: Prof. Dr. Judith Simon


